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Welcome 6th Graders
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7th Grade

Welcome 7th Graders

Principal’s Pen
We are so excited to welcome our students back to school for
the 2022-2023 school year!

8th Grade Happenings
8th Grade

Welcome 8th Graders

September is always an exciting time for our staff and
students - new books, bags, writing utensils, shining floors,
and more importantly the smiling faces of our students ready
to begin a new year of learning and growing.
Our newsletter this month highlights our 5th Grade Orientation
and links for West Brook resources.
We look forward to a wonderful year!

Dr. Deirdre Spollen-LaRaia
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Back to School Fun Facts
Can you believe that summer vacation is over, and we are back to school? Me neither!
It went so fast. Here are some fun facts about back to school

•

From Preschool to College, there are about 78 million kids that head back to
school every fall. That’s 25% of the entire U.S. population over 3 years old!

•

There are about 8 million teachers in the U.S.

•

Back to School has also become its own shopping phenomenon. In fact, the
majority of parents will spend more than $100 on just back to school shopping.

•

Both Parents and Kids experience some nerves or extra anticipation based
around the first day of school.

•

Didaskaleinophobia is a term defined as the acute fear of going to school, which
affects about 2.4% of all children.

•

But the good news is that approximately two-thirds of all children (66.7%) like
school.

•

School buses have been around since 1915 (as long as the automobile), but the
official color of bright yellow wasn’t adopted until 1939.
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•

Across the country, there are approximately 480,000 registered school buses,
taking 26 million children to and from school every day.

•

By eliminating the need for each parent to get their own kid to school, school
buses help keep an estimated 17.3 million cars off the road every year, saving
2.3 billion gallons of fuel.

•

The average pencil can be sharpened 17 times and write about 45,000 words or
draw a line 35 miles long before it’s out of service.

•

Pencils can be used in zero gravity, upside down, or even underwater!

•

Teachers resisted erasers when they were first invented because they thought
they would encourage kids to make mistakes.

•

The average backpack weighs 20% of the student’s body weight! It is
recommended to keep that percentage below 10%.

•

The oldest public school in the United States is the Boston Latin School, which
was founded in 1635. In fact, five of the original signers of the Declaration of
Independence – Benjamin Franklin, John Hancock, Robert Treat Paine, Samuel
Adams and William Hopper – attended that school.

•

Why do we give our teacher an apple? The tradition goes back to 16th century
Denmark, where teachers didn’t earn enough for food so parents would send
their children to school with an apple for them.

•

In Armenia, all children aged 6 and up are taught chess at school, as it is a
mandatory part of their curriculum.

•

In Finland, Kids do not start school until they are 7 years old. Finland is also
known as one of the most successful education systems.

•

One of the subjects taught in Icelandic schools is knitting.

Reference:
https://geezgwen.com/ten-fun-facts-back-to-school/
https://bluewatercredit.com/35-fun-facts-back-school-phenomenon/
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5TH GRADERS GETTING READY
The 5th grade orientation was held August the 30th and 31st. The
Orientation was a great success with the support of our families, student
ambassadors, teachers, counselors, Dr. Spollen-LaRaia and Mr. Calenda!
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